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i COR. XIV. Ver. 16. x. 
Let all Wee be dang t Edißhing. 
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Lit all things be done to edifying. — 


; repair'd the T 
' ©. Þ polluted-and Mid Waſte for Three Tears together; 
dhe Church of God at that time and place rejoiced ſo much at 
it, that they kept the Dedication of it Eight days, and order d 
that the fame ſhould be H d every Year; 1 Macch 


* \ \ THEN quda Macchabeus had new built the Altar, and 


cal Inſtitut ion, with hi on Preſence; Job. 10. 22. In the 
like manner, we of this Pariſh have cauſe to be tranſported 
with Joy and Gladnefs, and to ſpend this Day in praiſing and 
* adoring the moſt High God, for that our Church, which hath - 
5 laid waſte for above he times Three Vears, is now at laſt re- 
diuilt and fitted again for his Worſhip and Service. For what 
E the Altar aud Temple were unto the Je- then, the fame will 
dur Church be unto us now. Did they there offer up their 
- Sacrifices unto God nth. HF Death of Cbri? We 
| ſhall here Commemorate ti of Ci 
_ thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from all parts of Fudea to 
worſhip God there? So. ſhall we, I hope, come from all parts 
of this Paxiſh to worſhip God here. Was the Temple an 
Houſe of Prayer to them? So is this Church to us. Was 
. that the Place where God, according to his Promiſe, came 
3 unto his People to bleſs them ? I do not doubt but he will 
do the ſame to us in this Place, if we come unto it, and car- 
ry Our-ſelves in it as we ought to do. In ſhort, Was the 
2 g Temple the Place where all thing were performed that could 
any Way to conduce to the Edifying of God's People, as things 
then ſto0d? The ſame may be ſaid of our Church, as things 
© now ſtand; For whatſoever is, or can be neceflary to the edi- 
fing of our Souls here, and fo to their Eternal Salvation here- 
- after, is clearly and fully comprehended in thoſe ſeveral Of- 
. fices, which according to the Laws of the Land, are now to 
4 be perform d in this place. Neither is there any thing con · 


But 


 . # rain'd > if of them, but what doth really conduce to theſe _ 


* 


great Ens and Purpoſes © 


le at Hierſalem, 2frer it had been 


Anda ere ne hiklelf 
Was. to honeut-that Feſtival,” of a I 


ſaid Death of Cbrif?; typiſy d by 
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BE Hs this being + chivg which is Geny*d by ſore, and un- 
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0 


derſtood but by few amongſt us, I Thalf endeavour to explain 


n. For unleſs w 0 be now done in this place, 


; 1 will anſwer to the Ends wherefore it is etected, all the Coſts 


and Chatges that have been laid out upon it, will be to no 
f pan at all. But if it can be fully made out, That the 


Service, which is here to be perform d, doth highly conduct 


1 to the Advancement of God's Glory and your Happineſs, the 


great Ends wherefore ſuch Places are erected, then you can- 
not 


5 t but acknowledge that whatſoever any of you have con- 
tributed towards it, is the beſt Money that 


1 
. 
- 


n. to 
dm it, this Pa · 


$3 g whereot,-we,muſt know, 
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This therefore, is chat which I ſhall endeavour to prove 


1 


and demoſtrate unto all. Which I chuſe co do ar this time, bar. 
| © becauſe tis the molt * Subject 1 could think of for this 
18 
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you ever ſpent; 


be 
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ving in this Chapter difcoursd at large concerning the way 
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are, or can be for our Edifying, ought to be there done. 
hut for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and purport 
of this Rule, it is neceſſary to conhder- What the Ap oo 
means by Edifying z for which he muſt know, That all Chri- 
ſtians being, as the fame Apoſtle faith, of the Houſhold of God, 
| Built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chri#t 
himſelf being the chief Corner: ſtuns; Eph. 2. 19, 20. Hence 
whatſoever tends to the ſtren . ſupporting, cement- 
ing, or raiſing this Fabrick higher, whatſoever it is whereby 
Men are made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians, more holy and 
perfect Men than they are before, by that they are ſaid ro be 
edify'd. And therefore, it is a great miſtake for Men to think 
as many do, that they are edify'4 by what they hear, meerly be- 
cauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing which before they 
Vera ignorant of. For Knowledge as the Apoſtle faith) 25 8 
Cor What - 
ify 
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up, it is Charity that edifieth; 2 Cor. 8. 1. And therefore, 
ſoever Knowledge we attain to, we cannot be ſaid to be edifi/d 
by it, any further than as it influences our Minds, excites our 
Love, and inclines our Hearts to God and goodneſs. And 
that this is the true Notion of edifying, is plain from the A- 
poltle's own Words; where he faith, Let no t communi- 
cation come ont of your mouths, but that which j for the uſe of 
edifying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the bearers ; Epheſ. 4. 
29. | or from hence it is manifeſted, that that only is pro- 
perly ſaid to edify, that miniſters Grace unto us; whereby 
we are made more pure and holy than we were before. And 
therefore, we read of Edifying our ſelves in love, Epheſ. 4. 16. 
and building up our ſelves in our moſt holy Faith, Jude 20. which 
are the true Graces that make-up a real and true Chriſtian. 
And nothing can be faid to edify, but what tends to the ex. 
cit ing and increaſing of them: Until we come (as the Apoſtle 
-faith) in the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the $ 
| of God, unto 4 perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature ef the 
_ Fulneſs of Chrift; Epheſ. 4. 12, 13. Hence therefore, when 
the Apoſtle ſaith, . Ler all thing be * to edifyingy his meaning 
in brief is this, That in all our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, wien 
ve meet together to worſhip and ſerve God, all things there 
are to be fo done, that we may return home wiſer and bet- 
ter than we came thither ; with out knowledge of God and 
Chriſt increaſed, our Defires enlarged, our Love inflamed, our 
Faich confirmed, all our Graces quickened, and ſo our whole 
Souls mu de more humble, more holy, more like to God, than 
they wer before. | a os: A 
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| "Phe Words 2 Suga briefs explain'd, I ſhall now ap- 
| _ ply them to our prefent purpoſe, aud ſhew that this Form of 
Religious Worſhip, which is preſerib'd by our Church, eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Laws oft the Land, and therefore to be us'd 
now in this place, agrees exactly with this Rule or Canon of 
the holy Apoſtle, even that all things in it are done to edifying. 
„ re we prove that that Form in particular, which 
dur Church hath preſcrib'd, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical 
Rule, it is neceffary to prove firſt, 'That the preſcribing a Form 
„in general is ſo. For unleſs the preſcribing a Form in general, 
be according to this Rule, no Form in particular, that is pre- 
ſctib'd; can poſſibly agree with it. But now, that this Rule 
admits, yea, requires the preſcribing of ſome Form, is evi- 
dent from the Rule it ſelf. For the Apoſtle here command the 
Church of Corinth, and fo all Provincial Churches, to take 
care that in their Religious Aſſemblies all things be done to edi- 
ing. But how is it poſſible for any Provincial Church to 
| ſee chat this be done, except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form 
for the doing of it? If every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhauld be 
left to his own liberty to do what he pleas'd in his own Con- 
gregation, altho? ſome perhaps might be ſo wiſe and prudent 
as to obſerve this Rule, as well as they could; yet conſidering 
the Corruption of Humane Nature, we have much cauſe to 
fear that others would not. At leaft the Church could be no 
way ſecured that all would; and therefore muſt needs be ob- 
liged to conſider of, and appoint ſome ſuch Form to be uſed in 
all her Congregations, by which he may be fully aſſured that 
this Apoſtolical Rule is every where obſerved, as it ought to 
be. And altho we ſhould ſuppoſe what can never be expect- 
ed, that all the Clergy in every Province ſhould be as wile. 
and as good as they 1 85 to be, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that every one of them ſhould underſtand what is for the E- 
|| dification of the People as well as all together. And there- 
fore it muſt needs be acknowledged, that the ſureſt way to 
have this Rule obſerved, is, for the Governours of every 
Church, and the whole Clergy, to meet together by their Re- 
preſentatives, in a Synod or Convocation, and there, upon 
mature Deliberation, agree upon ſome ſuch Form, which they 
in their Prudence and Conſciences Jadge to be according to 
| this Rule, which the Apoſtle here lays down befor them. 
And beſides that, the preſcribing a Form in genera]. is more 
for our Edifyinp, than to ove every one to do wh . ph 
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good his own Eyes: We have the concurrent Teſtimony, 


Experience, and Practice of the Univerſal Church. For we 
neyer read, or hear of any Church in the World from the 
Apoſtles Days to ours, but What took this courſe. The all 
have not uſed the fame, yet no Church but have uſed ſome 
Form or other. Aud t 


herefore for any Man to ſay, that F 


is not lawful, or not expedient, or not ſo edifying, to ule a 


© © Farm of Prayer in the Publick Worſhip of God, is to con- 


' rradic} the general ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn the holy 


Catholick Church; and to make himſelf wiſer than all Chri- 


ſtians that ever were before him. Which, whatſoever it may 


be thought now, was always heretofore reckoned one of the 

greareſt fins and follies that a Man could be guilty of. 
Tay, more than all this too: For this is not only to make 

2 Man's ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but wiſer than Chri## 
- Himſelf; for it is impoſſible to preſcribe any Form of Prayer 


in more plain and expreſs Terms than he hath done it, where 
he faith; Men ye pray ſay, Our Father which art in Heaven, Sc. 


Luke 1 1. 2. And I hope none here. preſent but will ackgow- 
 Jedge that Chrift, by whom alone we can be edify'd, knows 
better whit is, or what is not for our Edihcation, than we, 
or all the Men in the World can do. And thereto | 
he hath not only preſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſci- 
ples to uſe, but hath expreſly commanded them to uſe it, we 
who "harry our ſelves to be his * „ought to reſt 
fully fatisfy'd in our Minds, that uſing of a Form of Prayer, 
is not only lawful, but much more for our Edifying than it 
is poſſible for any other way of Praying to be. 
Ihe fame may be proved alſo from the nature of the thing 


it felf, by ſuch Arguments, which do not only demonſtrate | 


that it is ſo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes to be ſo. For, 
Firſt, in order to our being edify'd, ſo as to be made better 
and holier, whenſoever we meet together upon a Religious 
account, it is neceſſary that the nee and holy things be 
always inculcated and preſſed upon us after one and the ſame 


re, ſeeing 


manner. For we cannot but all find by our own Experience, | 


how difficult it ĩs to faſten any thing that is truly good, either 
upon gur ſelves or others, and that it is rarely, if ever effected, 


without frequent repetitions of it. Whatſoever good things 


we hear only once, or now and then, tho" perhaps upon 
the hearing of them, they may ſwim for a while in our Brains, 
Jet the. ſeldom fink down into our Hearts, fo as to —_ and 
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Affections, as it is neceffary they ſſiould do, in order 
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ay che 


do our being edify d by chem. .Wheteagby a Set Formof Pub- 
lick Devotions rightly. Compo d, as we are continually pur in 
that it 


minds of all things neceſſary for us t OW or do, ſo 


always is done by che fame Words and Expreffions, which bß 


their: conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo firmly 


in our minds, that it will be no eaſ/ matter rg obliterate or 


race them out ; bur du what we can, they will iſt ill occur up- 
on all occaſions; whi 
ſtian Ediſication. 04 Wi | ISI) aut + 42 VE 2% 

Moreover, that which | conduceth to the quickning our 
Souls, and raiſing up our Affections in our Publick Devoti ons, 
muſt needs be acknowledged: to conduce much to our Ediſi- 
cation. But it is plain, chat as to ſuch purpoſes, a fer Form 
of Prayer is an extratrdinary help to us; for if I hear another 


- liſten to what he will ſay next then I am to. conſider, 'whes 
ther hat he faich be agrecable to ſound Doctrin, and whe- 


Petixions he puts up to God Almighty; and if I chink it is 
fo, then I am to do it. But before I can well do chat, he is got 
to another thing: By which meaus it is very difficult, if not 
. Marally impoſſible, to joyn with him in every thing ſo regu- 


| harly as I ought to do. But by a Set Form of Prayer all this 


trouble is prevented; for having the Form continually in my 
mind, being throughly acquainted with it, fully approving 
of every thing in it, I have nothing elſe to do whilſt the 
Words are ſounding in mine Ears, but to move my Heart 
and Affections ſuitable to them, to raiſe up my Deſires of 
thoſe good things which are pray d for, to fix my Mind wholly 
upon God, whilſt Lam praiſing of him, and fo to employ, 


- quicken, and lift up my whole Soul in performing my Bevo- 
tions to him. No Man that hath been accuſtomed to a Ser 


Form for any conſiderable time, but may eaſily find this to 


be true by his own Experience: And by conſequence, that 
this way of . is a greater help to us, than they can ima- 
gine that never ma l 


e tryal of it. its pou 
To this may be alſo added, That if we hear another pray- 


ing 4 Prayer of his own private Compoſition or voluntary + 
Effuſion, our Minds arewholly bound up and confined to his 


ords and Expreſſions, and to his Requeſts and Petitioi 
5 they what they will: So 0 at the beſt we car hut —— 
„ * 4 * 2 3s = . 


ch cannot but be very much for our Chris | 


pray, aud know; not before- hand what he will ſay, I mult firſt 


ther it be proper and lawful for me to joyn with him in the 


hie 
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the Chieck; we pray the Prayers of 


ſelves, and to all the Members of the ſame Church: So that 
we have all rhe devout and pious Souls that are in it, concur- 


be more effectual fer Editying, not only of Our-lelves in par- 
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of the whole rch we live 
in, which are common to the Miniſter and People, to Our- 


ring and joy ning with us in hem: Which cannot ſurely but 


5 ceſs; Wi of the Church in general, than any private Prayer 
can be. uo 54 l Yo TY”, 1h 


Laſtly, In order to our being edify'd by our Publick De: , 
vorions, at it is neceflary that we know before-hand what we 


are to pray for, ſo it is neceffary that we afterwards know 
what we have prayed for, when we have done. For I ſup- 


poſe ꝓou will all grant, tha 


receive: from our Prayers, is to be Ultimatel/ reſolved into 
God's gracious Hearing, and anſwering of them: Without 


Which, they will all come to nothing. But there are two 


things required to the obtaining an Anſwer of our Prayers: 


Firſt, That we ſincerely and earneſtly deſire good things at 
the Hands of God, to which, as I have ſhewn, a Set Form of 
Prayer conduceth very much: And then Secondly, It is re- 


quired alſo, that we truſt and depend upon God for his grant 


ing of them, according to the Promiſes which he hath made 
unto us in Feſus Chri# our Lord: And I verily believe that 


one great Reaſon why Men pray ſo often to no purpoſe, is, 


becauſe they do not take this courſe: But when they have done 


their Prayers, they have done with them, and concern them- 


ſwered. Fot God ogy Framing to anſwer our Prayers, 
0 


ſelves. no more about them, than as if they had never prayed 
at all. But how can we expect that God ſhould anſwer our 


Prayers, when we Our; ſelves do not mind whether he anſwers 


them or nod nor believe and truſt upon him fort it? For 
certainly truſting on God, as it is one of the higheſt Acts 


of Religion that we can perform, ſo it is that which gives 


Life and Vigor, Vertue and Efficacy to our Prayers, without 


Which we have no ground at all to expect they ſhouldbe an- 


except we truſt on Him 


r His Performance of ſuch Pro- 


miles, we loſe the Benefit of them, and by conſequence our 
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Prayers too. And therefore, as ever we deſire that he ſnoule 


grant us what we pray for, when we have directed our prayers 


rs we muſt {till 40 , Pfal. 5. 3. expecting and hoping 
r the v turn of them, F 
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t all the good and benefit we can 
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1 Now's this. 1 8 de in Berg, of prayer is 
wy ay greater help to us init, than it aa commonly thought to be. For if we. 
bear another deter aFrayer e rener e, Which he never ſaid, nor we heard 
before, nor ever; uall do it again; it ijs much if he bimſetf can remember. 4 
the tenth part of hat he fuld: how much leſs can we that heard him, __ >. 
| it And if we cannot paſſibly remember what we pray d for, how is it po. 
ſſible for us to expect it at the, Hands of God, or to depend upon him for it ? 
| But nov it is quite otherw iſe when we uſe a Set Form of Prayer. For by 
| | this means when ug have pray d. we end recolle&.Qur-ſelves, look over, . 
| our Prayers again, either in a Book, or in our Minds, where: they are im- 
| printed ; we can conſider diſtinctiy what we have asked at the Hands 'of _ 
| | ; God. and ſo act our Faith and Confidence on Him, for the granting every. 
| Petition we have put up unto him,according tothe Promiſes which he hath 
| made us to that pur And as this is the ſureſt way whereby to obtaig 
What we pray ſor, it muſt needs be the moſt nn of Praying that 
ve can poſſibly uſe, a 
Theſe things being duly weigh'd, I ſhall now mh it fo 3 That 9 
the uſing a Form in general in the Publick Worſhip: of God, is agreeable 
to this Apoſtolical Rule, Let al zhings be dong to Edifying'; and To all 
proceed to ſhew, That that Form in particular, which our Church hath ap- 
pointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions is ſo too. For which end it is not 
| neceſſary that I ſhonld run thro every particular Word, Phraſe, or Ex _ 
pPreſſion in the common. Prayer, much leſs that I ſhould vindicate and 1 
(\ fend. it. from every little Exception, chat Ignorance or Malice may make a 
againſt ſomething in it. For nothing ever yet was, or can be ſaid or written | 
but ſomething or other may be ſaid, or written againſt it, either well or ill. | 
But my bafine(s muſt be to prove, That the Form of Divine $crvice, con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer, which. is now.,uſed in the Church of 
Eng land, conduceth ſa much to the Edifying thoſe that uſe it, that it agrees 
exactly to the Rules vhich the Apoſtle here preſcribes in chat caſe. Ard. 
this I ſhall demonſtrate from ſour Heads. 1. From the Language. 2. From 
the Matter or Subſtance of it. 3. From the Method. And 4. from the Mang, 
| ner of Performing; it. For if it be Edifjing in all cheſe Reſpects, ic watt - / |} 


needs be acknowledged to be ſo in the whole. There being nothing in it, but N 
what may be reduced to ſome of theſe Heads. 
_ Firſt, Therefore as to the Language, you all know that the whole Service is 
performed in Englifh, t the Vulgar and the Common Language of the Na- 
A tion, which every one underſtands, and ſo may be Edified by it. And this, 
indeed. is the Ground and Foundation of all the Benefit that we can polhbly 
þ receive from our Publick Prayers. And therefore in the Church of Rome. 
| the Common People are made uncapable of being £4:fied by the Prayers 
| of the Church; in that they are all made in Latin, a Language which they 
1 do not underitand,' So that vhen they meet to vorſhip Gad, there are ſeldam, 
any in the Congregation that knows,what 15 ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it, and ottentimes not he neither. By which means they. hay e 
no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Cemmon (Prayer, Neither is it 
1 n for the Common People to de ever edified by what is here 45 * 
| In ; | | ones, 
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| rhgir Church pute upbn chem, in commariding all er Publick Dovotlons 
to be performed in an unknown Tongue, directiy CWontrayy, 2 only co 8 
the Rule in my Tert, But to the Deſign of thus whole Qhupte 7. . 15 
Baut, bleſſed be God for it, it is not ſowith vs; For ours ietruly ce 3 
Prayer, for it is written and” read intharLinguage vhich'is common to all 0 
[ the Congregations inthe Kingdom, ant to overy herſon in each Conpgres' 
| gation. S0 chat all the People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Condition 
| they are of, may joyn together in che uſe of every thing chat is in it, 2 
ſiobe joyntiy Ediſed by it: Eſpecially, confidering that it in not only al | 
_ Engliſh, but in common and plain Engliſh, ſuch as we uſe in our common 
Diſcourſe with one another. There are no — or obfolere Wards, | 
no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every ching is Expreficd- as clearly — 
and plainly as Words ean do it: So that the meaneſt Herſon in the Con- 
gregation that ubderſtands but his Mothier-rongue, ws be Wege by 4 14 
as well Ls the greateſt Scholar. * * 
But that which is chiefly to be conſidered inthe Luggage ef the Com- 111 
mon. Prayer, is that it is not only-common; bur proper tos.” Tho' the words 
there uſed be all but common words, yet they are ſouſed that they 2 
expreſs the things that are deſigned by them. This, I confeſs, may ſeem to 
be no great matter at firſt ſight, yet it is that without which ve might be 
ſubyerted, by thar which was . for our Ediſication. For improprie tx 
of Speech in matter of Religion, hath given occaſion to all} of moſt of the | 
Schims, Errors and Hereſies that ever itifeſted this, or any other Church; 
4 might eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence the 3 Timothy, A Form 
| of found Words, and charged him to hold it Hola faſt ( 2 he) the 
Form of ſound Word which thou haft heard of me; 2 Tim 1.1 3. As know- 
ing, that except the Words, whereby he uſually expreſſed" Divine Truths, 
were ſound and proper, it would be impaſſible for his Notions and _ 17 
| ons of the thimgs/themſelves to be ſo And certainly; if ever there was, 4 
| _ Form of ſouni Words, compoſed by-Men'fince the Apoſtles times, our Com- 
en Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Title; It being all made up of ſach fir 
and proper, ſuch ſound and wholeſom Words, that if ve do but hold faſt 
| ro them, there is uo fear of our falling either into Hereſy or Schiſm. For 
/ they, being duly conſidered, will ſuggeſt to our Minds, right and true Ap-- 
prehenſious of all the Articles of our Chriſtian Religion; and ſo not only 
make us ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firtn in our moſt Holy Faith: 
 —Sarhat conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuſty, che ſbundneſt and pro- 
WE priety of Speech which is uſed. in it, the leaſt that can be ſaid of the Co- 
| 2:07 Prayer, is, That all things i in it are ſo worded, as it moſt for the eat- | 
* difying of all thoſe that uſe Ir.” een Ihr os gy t rang? rr 
; And as the Words in the . Prayer 15e dll u eckifying as Words 
can be; ſo, in the Second place, is the Matter expreſſed by thoſe V/ ords : For 
chere 6 nothing in it, but what is geeeſſury for our'Edification; and all 
things that are or can be for our Ediffcation, are planily in it. Firſt Kay, 
There is no- ing in our Liturgy, but what is neceſſary for our Edification,. 1 
Ther: are ve. ſuch: Tablet in it, or deaf ee the 0 > 
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8 1 Queſtions * than goaly Edifying, which as in abb, 
1 Tim. 1 4. There are none of thoſe vain: Diſpurations rr 
Dontroverßies v hich have of late been raiſed ia the Church, to its great di- 
ſturbance, rather than ita Rdification; There are no new Opinions, no airy - 
* - Speculations in it, which ſerve only to tickle Men's Ears, and pleaſe their 
__ _  Fancies, and ſo divert their Thoughts from whatthey are about. Look it all 
over without prejudice aud partiality, conſider ſeriouſly every thing that is 
in it, and you will ſind nothing aſſerted, but what is conſonant to Gad's 
Word, nothing pray d for, but according to his Promiſe, nothing requir'd 
. as2 Duty, but whar is agreeable to his Commands, nothing ſaid or done, 
but whats grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial nothing but what be. 
comes the Worſhip of our Great and Almighty Creator: And therefore, 
nothing but whar we may ſome way or other be edified by it. n 
; And as there is nothing in it but what is Edifying, ſo all chings that are, 
| or can be edifying are in it. For nothing can be neceſſary to edify and 
make us ſolid and perfect Chriſtians elſe, but what is neceſſary eiſder to be 
believed, or dene, or obtained by us. gut chere is nothing neceſſary to be 
knows or believed, hut we are taugbt it; nothing neceſſary to be done, but 
ve are eryoyned'in it; ; nothing neceſſaty to be ane, "boy we pray * 
it in our Publick Form of Divine Service. * 
For firſt, as to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be bade or * 
\ Leun ir is acknowledged by all Proteſtants, char they are fully contained 
in the Holy Scriptures, which make a great, if not the greateſt part of out 
Divine Service; and are conftantly read over, the Pſalmt once every Month, "4 
the Ol Teftament once, and the Neu thrice every Year. And all the Fun- 
Juamental Articles of our Ghriſtian Faith, revealed in the Holy Scriptures, 
being briefly ſummed up in the Apoſtles Creed ; that we may be ſure to 
keep them always in our Minds, we have that Greed read and repeared, al- 
ways once, and moſt commonlx twice every day in the Year, And feei 
the Godhead of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation of our whole Religion, 
hath been, and till is denied by ſome, le we ſhould be led away with the 
Error of che wicked, every Sunday and Holy-day we read the Nicene Creed, 
| wherein the Godhead both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted and ex- 
plained. And that we may not entertain any erroncous Opinions concern- 
ing the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Tcarngrion” of the Son of God, but the 
true Catholick Faith whole and undefid, upon certain days every Year we 
read tat which is commonly called The Creed of St, Mthanaſid, wherein 
thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded in the . 0 peripjcuoug - 
Terms that they are capable of © 
And as all things neceffary to be believed are 4 ec in the 
Three Creeds, ſo they are frequently explained in the other parts of our Li- 
turgy: laſomucb, that it would be eaſy to frame 4 complear Body of Di- 
* vinity out of the Words there uſed: Ar leaſt of all ſuch thing 28 are need 
ul for any Man in the World to believe or know, in order to his Eternal 
, Salvation.” The ſame may be ſaid alſo of all choſe things, hich we ought 
% to do, For; as we here do whatſoever, is neceſſary to be de in order to 
r e of God in this * fo we are here taught wi rlocyer is ne- 
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Eſſary to be learnt, in order to our erding God in all other plites// $o 
that no Man that frequents our Publick Congregations, where the Common 
Prayer is uſed, can ever plead Ignorance of * e Duty vhatſbever: For 
if it be not his own fault, he may there be iiſtructed in every thing which 
Ine that made him requites of him. For here, as I obſerved before, we con- 
ſtantly read the Holy Scriptures; , which, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Ir preßt able 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for ſuſtrutt ion, in Righteouſneſs, 
| that the Man of God may be perfect, throughly inſtructed unto all good works, 
1 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high God to com- 
[! priſe his whole Will, and by conſequence our Duty in the Ten Commana- 
i wents, hence we read them conſtantly every Sunday and Holy-day throug- 
: out the whole Year. By which means every one, that doth not wilfully 
bi ſhut his Eyes, may clearly ſee, and fully underſtand his whole Duty both k 
| to God and Man. Eſpecially conſidering, that in Prayers themſelves alſo 
|| there is frequent mention made of all thoſe Vices which ought to be avoi- 
ded, aii of all thoſe Good. Works which ought to be performed by us. 80 
that we can never come to Church, but we are ill put in mind, both of 
ik what we ought, and what we ought not to do, that we may be ſaved. . 
| And then, as there is nothing neceſſary to be known or done, but we are 
 raught it; ſo neither is there any thing neceſſary to be ebrained to make 
| vs either holy or happy, but we pray for it in the Common - Prayer. For 
bere we have the Lord's Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it ſelft; 
{ and therefore it muſt needs he the moſt perfect and Divine Prayer that ever 
3 was made. Neither do we uſe it only once, but in every diſtin& Service of 
i. the Church; in our Prayers before we read the Holy Scripture; and in our 
©. Prayers after: Towards the end of the Litany, and in the Beginning of 
the Communion Service, and in every Office of the Church befides. And 
the Reaſon is, becauſe altho our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any 
other Prayer, yet he hath expreſly commanded us to ſay this, whenſoever = 
ve pray. And therefore, ip obedience to his Command, our Church hath 
# wiſely ordered, that in all, and every ſolemn. Addreſs that we make to the 
| moſt highGad,wealways ſay this Prayer, leſt otherwiſe by our Teanſgreflion 
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of his Command, in omitting this, we make all our Prayers to be ineſſe- 
- Qual, And beſides, by the conſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, 
we are always ſure to uſe one Prayer, both abſolutely perfect in it (elf, and 
| molt acceptable unto him, to whom' we pray; it being a Prayer of his on 
Compoſure: So that we ſpeak unto God in his own Words, and ſo may be 
| | confident that we ask nothing of him, but exactly according to his own Will. 
. And tho' all things neceſſary for us, be vertually contained in the Lord's 
a8 Prayer, yet our Church m-conformity to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, 
F hath thought good to add ſome other Prayers, in which the fame things are 
more particularly expreſſed and deſired at the Hands of our great and molt _ 
Bountiful Benefactor. All which arc ſo contrived, that there is nothing evil 
or hurtful for us, but we pray againſt it; nothing good or uſeful, but we pray 
tox it. There is no Vice or Luſt, but wedefireir may be ſubdued under us; no 
Grace ar Vertt hut we pray it may be planted and grow in us. [nſomuch;that | 
i e do but lee faſtly believe and trait in God for his anſvering of a | 
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K ſoobtain what we there priy for, we cannot but be as real and true Saints, 
as happy and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this World. 
Neitherdo we pray for our ſelves only, but 2 to the Apoltle's Advice, 
we make Supplic at ions, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of thank: for all. 
den; yea, for our very Enemies, as our Saviour hath commanded. us, Mer. = 
. | '$. 44, And what can be defired more than all this, to make the Matter of 
the Common: Prayer, Edifying eicher ro Our- ſelves, or others? Nothing 
certainly, but Truch and Sincerity of Heart in the uſing of it. 
I cannot paſs from this Head, before 1 have obſerved one An 
unto you, concerning the Prayers in general; and that is, That the y are. 
not carried on in qne continued Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhort 
Prayers or Collects, ſuch at that is which our Lord himſelf compos d; and 
that might be one Reaſon, wherefore out Church ſo ordered it, that fo ſhe 
might follow our Id's Example in it, who beſt knew what kind of Prayers 
vere fitteſt for us to uſe, And indeed, we cannot but all find, by our own 
Experience, how difficult it is to keep our Minds long intent upon an@thing, 
much more upon ſo great things as the Olject and Subject of our Prayers 
p are, but do what we can, we are ſtil] liable to diſtractious: So that there 
| is a kind of neceſſity to break off ſomerimes, to give Our-ſelves a breath- 
ing · time, that our Thoughts being looſened for a while, they may with 
more eaſe and leſs danger of diſtradtion, be ty d up again, as it is neceſſary 
- | they ſhould be all the while that we are adually praying to the Supream 
Being of the World, '. AB: "_ | 
Beſides that, in order to the performing our Devotions aright to the 
moſt High God, it is neceſſary that our Souls be poſſeſſed all along with due 
apprehenſions of his Grearneſs and Glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort Pray- 
ers contribute very much: For every one of them begining with ſome of 
the Properties or Perfections of God, and ſo ſuggeſting to out Minds rie 
apprebenſions of Him ar firſt, it is eaſy to preſerve them in our Minds du». 
ring the ſpace of a ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would be apt to 
ſcarrer, and vaniſh away. rh, 4 oe 
But that which I look upon as one of the principal Reaſons, why our 
- Publick Devotions are, and ſhould be divided into ſhort Collects, is this, 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, ve know, hath often told us, That whatſoever we 
ask in his Name, we [ball receive: and fo hath directed us in all our Pray; 
ers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but upon the account of 
his Merit and Mediation for us: upon which, all our hopes and ex pectationnaa 
from God do wholly.and ſolely depend, Hence therefore, (as it always was, | 
ſa)it cannot but be judged. neceſſary, that the Name of Chri# be frequently 
inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we may litt up our Hearts ufiro him, and act 
our Faith upon him for our obtaining the good things we pray for. And 
ſo we ſee it is in the Common Prayer, for what ſoeyer it is we ask of God, 
ve preſently add, Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or ſomething: to that 
purpoſe ; and ſo ask nothing but according to our Lord's Direction, even 
in his Name. And this is the reaſon that makes our Prayers ſo ſhort; for 
take away the Concluſion of every Colle or Prayer, In ſe Name of 
cbriſt, and you may. joyn them all together, and make then but as one 
OP: 18 N © Continued 
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continued Prayer. Bot this We he CAMs manifeſt violence to the Pray. 
ers; by taking away that Which give them all their Force and Energy and” 

ſo mdking them ineffectua to the purpoſes for which they are bed, For 
certainly the Asking alt things in the Name ö Chriif,vas we do in the 


|  Contmmn-Prajyer, is the oily Way whereby to obtain What we defire, anßesd 
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| conſequence, the moſt Edifying Way of Praying in the World, © Eo 
The next thing to be conſidered in the Common-Prayer, is the Merbod, 
_ which is admirable; and as Ediſj ing, if poſſible, as the Matter it ſelf. This 
note can deny that doth but fully underſtand amd ferioufly conſider of it. 
Which therefore that you may all do, I ſhall briefly run thro the whole, 
' _ and give you what Light I can into it, that you may clearly ſce not only 
the Reaſonableneſs, bur the Excellency of it all along. For which 2 — 
1 ſhall inſtance only in ſuch things which ON at Krit hight, ro 
any one that doth bur caſt his Eye upon it. i 46, 
Let ij therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of Sober and devour Chriſti- 
4 as we all ſhould be) met together to perform their Publick De- 
votions to Almighty God; every one of which bath lift op his Heart pri- 
vately unto Him already, imploring his Aid and Aſſiſtance in the Fer for- 
mance of ſo great a Work, and ſo are now already to fer about it. The 
firſt thing we do, is to read forme Sentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we 
may begin our Devotions unto God in his own-Words And they are al! 
ſuch Sentences as put us in mind of our Sins againſt Him, and of his Pro-; 
miſe to pardon them if we do repent: That fo we may preſent aud carr7 
Our - ſelves with that Reveretice and godly Fear before Him, as becometh ; 
thoſe whoare ſenſible of their own vileneſs and unworthineſs to approactt © 
ſo great à Majeſty; and likewiſe, with that Faith and humble Confidence, 
- which becometh thoſe who believe, that He, upon our Repentance, wilt © 
don our Sins, and accept both our Perfons and Performances, accord- 
ng to the Promiſes which he has made unto us.” m 
Then follows a grave EKhortation, concerning the End of our preſent Af 
ſembling, which is of great uſe, and ought neyer ro be omitted. For Men 
generally are apt to ruſh into rhe prefence of God, without ever conſider- 
ing what they go about. Whereas, this Exhorratton puts us upon conlider- © 
ing the Greatneſs of the Work which we are now ingag d in, and'fo % 
_ compoſing our Thoughts, and preparing Our-ſelves for the due perfor- 
mance of it. Our Minds being thus brought into a right frame and tem- 
per for it, we all, both Miniſter and People proſtrate Our-ſelves before the 
moſt High God, Confeſing upon our Knees the manifold Sins and Wicked- + 
nefs that we have committed againſt him, Which Confeſſion isfo contrived,” 
that all, and every Perſon in any Congregation wharfoever, may Joyn in it. 
For it runs in general terms; and yet ſo too, that every particular Ferſon 
map, and ought in his on Mind to confels, and acknowledge his own Sins, 
which he knows himſelf to be-guiley of. As where we fay, We have left un- 
auve tho ſe things which we ought td have den, and we have done thoſe things © 
which wa oug ht not to have done. At the ſaying of this, every one ſhould 
call his own © as to remembrance, what Duties he Knows himſelf to have o- 
mitted, and w at Vices he knows himſelf to have committed, and confeſs them 
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feſſing and bewailing our Sins before the Lord our God, the Miniſter 


nds vp and in the Name of God; dedlares and pronounceth to all thoſe vb 


troly repent, and unfeignediy believe his Goſpel, The Abſolution and Re- 
an ſſn of al their dens. Which tho ſpoken alſo in general terms yet every 
particular Perſon there preſent, 1 

fully perſwaded inc his on Mind, that if he dath bur ſincerely repent, and 


Chrif our Lord. 


o ww 4 . : 


| And now looking wpon our ſelves 25.abfolved from our Sins, upon our 


Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by conſequence'zs reconciled to God, 
8 
him in that Divine Form of Prayer, which he himſelf hath given us. biet 


thy Praiſe, The Miniſter again, O. God, make ſpeed to fave us; the 


People, O Lord, make haſte to help us.” And then immediately we all liſt 


up our Bodies too, ſtand upon our Feet, and ſo put Our - ſelves into a po- 
ſture of praiſing and magnifying: the Eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy 


-GheF, for his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy towards us; for which pur- 
poſe, the Miniſter firft ſaith or ſings the Gloria Patri, Glory be to the Fa. 


ther, and te the Son, ani to the Holy Ghoft , and the People to ſhew their 
Confent, anſwer. Ar it was in dhe Beginning, is nom, and ever ſhall be, 


— 
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World without end, Amen. But not thinking this to be enough, the Mi- 


ter calls upon the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord, and the People 


again, The Lord's Name be praiſed ;5\ and then we go on to praiſe him to- 


gether, ſaying or ſinging che Ninety-fifth Pſalm, Veuite exultemus Domino, 


O come let us fing unto the Lord, let ns heartily rejoyce in'the'ftrength of 
our Salvation, &c; And ſo proceed to the Plalms appointed for the Day. 


and our Acknowledgment of chat infinite Love and Goodneſs, which every 
ole of thoſe Di wine Per ſons hath manifeſted to us, we repeat that incom · 
parable Hymn, Glory be to the Father, Ste. 
Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God in praifing and admiring of him, 


. 


After every one of which, to teſtify our Belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, 


we are now in a fir remper and diſpoſition to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto 


us. And therefore have a Chapter read out of the Ola Teftament ; and 


that in its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holy- days, when 


mote People attending the Publick Worſhip of God, than can conveniently 
come upon other Days, we read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for the Day, 


and ſuch as is judged moſt edifying to all that are there preſent. And ha- 
ving thus heard God ſpeaking unto us in his Holy Word, we preſently fall 


upon praiſing af him again ſor ſo unſpeakable a Mercy, ſaying r ſinging 


in the Morning, the Ie Deum, one of the moſt Heavenly. and zcraphick 
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preſently implore hit Mercy in the pardan of rhem;andhisGrace,that for the | 
forſake them. And whiltt we are thus vpbn our Knees, bdmbly. = 
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r to apply it to hitnſelf, fo as to be ü 
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Vhich ended, the Miniſter and People, by turns, lift up their Hearts to God 


. Other in prevailing with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings upon us 


de Sixty» ſeventh Pſalm; or elſe the Song of Old Simeon, 105 CPP 


the Aſſiſtance of God himſelf, therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpe- 
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Hymn waxeyer . on elſe aha 60g of the Tre Chil 
which is but a Paraphraſe upon that which. David ſang fo 


n upon Earth, .aod which the holy' Angels ſing continually in Heaven, 
8 Hallelujah, Praiſe ye the Lund. Wherein we being all ſenſible how 
Far ſhort we Our; ſelves come of praiſing God ſufciently,- we call upon all 
- the 8 in the World to do it, Bleſi ye the Lord, praiſe him and 
magnify h im. for cer. In the Afternnon,., we ſing either the Magnificat, 
r elſe the Ninety-eighth Pſalm, both which being taken out of God's own 
5 cannot but be, very pleaſing and acceptable unto him. 
Alter this, our Souls being got upon the Wing again, and ſoaring alofe 
n the Contemplarion of the Divine Per ſections, ve are now rightly quali- 
ed, to hear and receiye the Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And there- 
fore have a Chapter read to us ont of the New Teſtament, After which, 
we being revived with the good Tidings of the Goſpel, and filled wich | 
dmiration at the infinite Goodneſs. of God therein revealed to us, we 
ledorth again into praifing and adoring him, in the Song of Zacha : 
ria, or elſe the Hundreth Pſalm in the Morning; and at Evening, either 


yith Gloria Patri. 

Now having thus heard ſome part "of che Word of God . to us, and 
expreſſed our Thankfulneſs unto him for it, to fignify our Aſſent, not only 
to what we have heard, but to the whole Scripture, we all with one 
Aud Voice repeat the Apoſtles Creed, herein the Sum and er ol it is 
coatained. And ſo profeſs our ſelves to continue in the Number of 'Chrift's 
Diſciples. and that as we were at firſt Baptized, ſo we Mill believe lothe 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God: Bleſſed for evermore. 

' Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up with Confeſſing our Sins to God, 
 imploring his Mercy in the Pardon of them, bearing his moſt holy Word, 
acknowledging his Goodneſs ro us, and praiſing and magnifying his Name 
for ir. | By which means, except we have been extreamly wanting to Our- 
| ſelves, our Hearts cannot but be ſo united and ſixed upon God, that we 
are now rightly diſpoſed to make known our Wants, and preſent our rg 
titions. before him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet upon: 
ſeeing that neither Miniſter nor People can poſſibly do it aright fe 


cial Preſence with the other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, the 
other, And with thy Spirit. And then immediately falling down upon our 
- Knees, we adore and ſupplicate each Perſon of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to 
bave mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us, Chrift have merry upon 
ut, Lord have mercy upon us. After which we addreſs. Our - ſelves to God 
in the Words that he hath put into our Mouths, ſaying the Lord's Prayer; 


in ſome ſhort and heavenly Ejaculations, ſtriving as it were to outvy oach 


Aud then, in an humble and ſolema manner, we joyn together in ſupplica 

ting his L vine Majeſty for his Grace and Favour, his Defence: and Prore 
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<1 
Family fo for bis Char, AY) for all Magda, And thus ſe do ein 
in the Coll dinted for that purpoſe: Bur upon We meſanys and Ni. 
Fs (upon agg days the Pri ee Mlb uſed to perform, more chan 0 
ordinary Deyorions) "TY 2 the Lord day in che Morning, * & 
do it in the e in 1 ior as e 0 all, and eVery ig 
| 04 


t we can ever need ghty God, either for Our-ſelves 
. Aſter this, u PN A ly 55 re proceed to the Cen- 
munion Service ; 20 100 av Aprr ogeting to the Lord's Table, we * 

Ls it with his own SM And after another hort Prayer to 6 
canſe the Thoughts of our Gerd h gl aſpiration of his Holy Spirit, 
there. | read the Ten Commandments, which he hath en yjoyn'd us to obſerve ; ” 
after every Commandment we ask God Mercy or our Tranſgreſſions thereof 
1 with for the time paſt, and Grace to keep the ſame for the time to come; ſaying, 
| Lord haue mercy upon us, and incling our Hearts to keep thu Law, And then, 
after a Prayer fo 2 the King, and the Collect for the Day, we read the Epiſtle 
d Goſpel, chat is moſt commonly, a ſhort Paragraph taken ow®f the 
luding ical Epiſtles,and another out of one of the Holy Golpels, which was the 
1 ancient way of Reading the Scripture, before it vas divided into Chapters. 
and | And we do it now to prepare us the better for the Communion of the Body = 
and Blood of Chri#, therein revealed to us. But ſeeing we neither do, nor 
can read over the whols, we repeat the ſubſtance of it in the Nicene Creed. 
which it is very neceſſary we ſhould do at this time, that ſo we may demon- 
ſtrate our ſelves to be Chriſlians, and ſo capable of receiving the moſt Ho- 
ly Communion, He that all this while hath employ'd himſelf as he ought 
to 75 in the Service of our Church, cannot but find himſelf ſtrangely edi- 
fy'd by ic. Yer.howſoever, that nothing may be wanting that may _ 
way conduce to our Edification, after the Niceus Creed, our Cburch hath 
appointed a Sermon to be preached, which is ſound, yu and practical, as 
o Our. it ought to be, cannot but be very edifying too, ; 
And now. we may be well ſuppoſed te be ſo far edify'd, as to be raiſed up 
to che higheſt pitch of Devotion that we can arrive at in this Wòrld, and ſo 
are fit to be admitted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the Sacra- 
ie ment of the Lord's Supper, And therefore we now betake pur ſelvestoit. Bur 
bis f that we may not appear before our Lord empty, we firſt offer up ſomething 
e fro him of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to Pious and 
Charitable uſes; teſlifying thereby our Acknowledgment of his Goodneſs 
nity to lc u, and that we have 8 but What we receive from him And to 
2 excite and encourage us to do this, all the while that we are offering, we | 
Tu have ſome ſelect Sentences of Scripture read to us, wherein God either 
ammands us to be charitable, or elſe promiſerk a Bleſking to thoſe that are 
ſo. And then we Pray For Chriſt's whole Church Militant here on Fürth, 
whereby we profeſs Our-ſclves to be real Mem bers of it, and deſirous ro hold 
ommunion with it in Chri/?”s Myſtical Body and Blood. And fo wee pro- 
eed to the Celebration of it; in which the Method is ſo clear, fo appa» 
rently edifying, chat I need nor fay any thing of it. But ſhall only oblerve 
wo thing in General concerning it. 
* That * Sacrament of the Lord 5 Supper, being the oa bg 
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| ? ing the Death or the Sch of GO'D to 
us; hence chat place where this aer is adminiſtred, vas a, s made 
and reputed rhe higbeſt plate in the Church. Add therefore alſo, 'it was 


x 


in Latine Cancel; ; and that fo generally, that from thence the Place irs 
ſelf is called the Chanel. That tiiſe was anciently obſerved in the Building 
of all conſiderabſe Churches ( for I (peak not of private Oratories or Chap- 
Yew themſclyes, even in the days 

Ages fince, I could eaſily demon- 


rate from the Records of thoſe Times, Bat having purpoſely waved An- 


tiqnity hitherto, Tam 16ath to trouble you with it'now, But I mention it 


at preſent, only becauſe ſome perhaps may wonder why this ſhould be ob- 


been lately built in this City. Whereas they ſhould rather wonder why'it 
Was 1 in all others as well as this, For beſides our Obligations 


God; it cannot be cafily imagin'd chat the Corbotick Church in all Ages 


ſerved in our Church, rather thao in all the other Churches which have 


to conform as much as may be to the Practice of the Univerfal Church, and 


to avoid Novelty and Singularity in all things relating to the Worſhip'of 


and Places, for 1 3 or 140% yeats together, ſhould obſer ve fuck'a Cuſtom 


. ” 1 


.as this, except there were great Reaſons for it. 


* 
1 


What they were. it is nor neceſſary for us to enquite How. It may by ſui- 


ficient ro obſerve at preſent, that the Chance! in our Chriſtian Churches, 
- was always looked upon as anſwering to the Holy ef Hoſes in the Temple, 


whith,yon know, was ſeparated from tlie Sanctuary or Body of the Temple, 


by the Command of God himſelf, And that this Place being appropriated | 


to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as may 


bde moſt convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that Bleſſed Ordinance. 

But it mult needs be more convenient for thoſe who are to enjoy Commu- 
nion with Chriſt, and in bim with one another, in this holy Sacrament, to 
meet together as one Body, in one place ſeparated for that purpoſe, than 


to be diſperſed, as other wiſe they wauld be; ſome in one and ſome in an- 


other par of the Church. Or, in Mort, it is much bet ter for the Place to 


be ſeparate, than the People. Furthermore, It is not only convenient, but 


in ſome ſenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve and take ſpe- 


cial notice of the ſeveral Circumttances'which our Lord hath᷑ ordained to 


it. But this cannot be ſo well done, except there be a Place ſet apart for 
it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the Communien-Table, - 
and ſo bchold what is there done at the Conſecration of the Elements, 


be uſed in this Sacrament, as the Breaking of the Bread, and the Conſe- 
crating both that and the Wine, to repreſent his Death, the breaking of his 
Body, and the ſhedding of his Blood for our Sins; that ſo our Hearts may 
be the more affected with it, and by conſequence our Souls more edif/ d by 


Hence alſo it is, that the Seats there, are and ought to be ſo'ardered, that 
all that are in.them may {till look chat way, and contemplate upon their 


That our 
| a Vw 


vould obſerve unto you concerning the Holy Communion, is this, 


ching that 
rch requireth, or ac leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be adminiſtred every 


Lora 
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reſt of the Church by a Skreen of Net · work, | 


de ee evidently ſet forth as crucify d for them. The other 


h * ä ds La dt a te I a _ 
l ; Lord's Day, and every l . the Neat, as it was in the Pri- 
„ mifive Church, Fer chat is che Reaſon that the Communion Service is z - 
A pointed to be uſed upon all ſuch Days; and to be read at the Communion- 
 Tible, that ſo'the Miniſter may be there ready co Adminiſter it unto all that 
defirero-partake of it. Which ſhew the great care that our Church hath of 
all her Members, that they might be gdify d and confirm d in the Faith, To 
which: nothing contributes more than frequent Communion at our Lord's - 
Table. Which if Peoplecauld once be per ſwaded to, they would ſoon find grea- 
rer Benefic by it, chan I can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, imagine. I 
mall ſay no more of it at preſent, hut only this, That I am ſo ſenſible of what 
I now ſay, that could I be ſure to have a ſufficient number of Communicants, _ 
I chould be heartily glad to Adminiſter the Holy Satrament every Lords 
Day, both for their Sakes, and my own too. D 
Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excellent Method wherein 
88 is perform d: which whoſoever rightly conſiders, will need 
other Argument to convince him, that it is according to tha, Apoſtles 
Rules, very Ediſying indeed. Tho laſt thing to be oonſider q in it, is the Man- 
ner of its Performance by which I mean only the ſeveral Poſtures of the Bo- 
dy, as ſtanding, and kneeling, which are us d in it; for they alſo are done 
to Kdifying. While we ſay or fing the Hymns and P/alms to the Praiſe and 
Glory of God, we ſtand up, not only to ſignify, but to excite the Elevation ©, 
- -of gur Minds at that time. For as on the one hand, if our Souls be reallyß 
iy Kluft up in the Praiſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up themſelves, ro 
| accompany them as far as they can towards Heaven; ſo on the other hand, 
|. _ the mailing up of or Bodies, helps towards the railing up of our Souls too, 
dy putting us in Mind of that high and heavenly Work we are now about; 
in according to our weak Capacities, we joyn with the Quire of Hea- 
ven in prailing God now, as we hope to do it for evexrmore. For this cauſe 
alſo we ſtand at che Creeds, for they being Confeſſions of our Faith in God, 
as ſuch, they come under the proper notions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe to 
Him. All our praifing God being really nothing elſe but our confeſſing and 
acknowledging him to be what he is in himſelf and to us. And beſides that, 
|| -  by-our Randing at the Creeds and Goſpels, ve ſigniſy our aſſent unto them, 
| | and our readineſs to defend them to the utmoſt of, our Power, againſt all 
oppoſition whatſoever, And as for the Goſpels particularly, they contain the 
very Ads which our Lord did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he 
was upon the Earth; and therefore we who profeſs him to be our Lord and 
Mater, cannot ſurely but ſtand up, when we bear him ſpeaking, and liſten _ 
diligently to thoſe gracious Words which procecded out of his Divine Mouth. 
And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up Our - ſelves as high as we can to- 
wards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto him, we fall down as low as we can to- 
wards the Earth, not daring to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 
| Monarch of the whole World, any other ways than upon our Knees, Which 
| is ſo proper, ſo natural a Poſtare for Supplicants, that if all Men would but 
3 duly conſider what they do when they pray to Almighty God, the Church 
13 need never have commanded them to kneel at that timo. For they could 
dot chuſe but do it: No, not altho' the Place where they ar ſhould ſcem 
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10 gat his Prayer in the Garden upon the bare Ground, Luke 22. 4, and 
St. Paul upon the Sca- more, where he could have ud other Cuſhion: bur 
Stones or Sand, AFs 21, 5, Howſbever; to take of all thoſe little Excuſes 
that Men are apt to make for themſelves in this Caſe,” the Sears in this 


Church are ſo diſpos'd, and all things fo prepar'd in them, xhat there can 


be no ſaconvenijenice at all in ir, but father ali the Coriveniences for Kneel- 


ing that can be deſired. And therefore if any of you hall yer neglect to 


kneel while the Prayers are read, they will give us too much cauſe ro call 
our Religion into queſtion, or to ſuſpect they have none at all. For if they 
| had, they durſt not, they could not "offer ſuch a manifeſt Affront to the 

great Creator of the World, as to carry themſelves no otherwiſe while they 
pray to him, than as if they were converfing with their Fellow- creatures. 
Bat why do IL ſpeak of their praying unto God? It is too much to be fear d 


they do not pray at all, nor come to Church for any better purpoſe than 


only tote and be ſeen, I am ſure they perform no Act of external Wor- 
ſhip of Adoration unto God, nor ſhew him that Reſpect and Reverence 
which is due unto him; and fo give very great Oſſence to All Pious and 

Devout Chiſtians, 1 in en nnen een 
Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congregation, would always be 
upon their Knees, while they put up their Petitions to the moſt high G O , 
what a mighty Adyantage would this be, not only to every one in particu- 
lar, but to the Whole Congregation in general? For as every one would 
by this means keep his Heart moſt ſtedfaſt in the true Fear and Dread of 
GOD, and likewiſe moſt certainly obtain the good Things he prays for, 
as the Fathers frequently aſſert; ſo the whole Congregation alſo would be 
very much edify'd by it. For by this means we ſhould excite and ivflame 
each others Devotions, confirm and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and 


convince both Our: ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſe- 


rious thing; and that we believe it to be ſo, by our ſerving 6 0. wich 
ſo much Reverence and godly Fear, as this humble Poſture- re preſenteth. 
And therefore as you tender the Love of GOD, the Credit of Religion, or 
the Salvation of your own Souls, I beſeech yo all in the Name of Him 
that made you, that whenſoever you come hither to pray unto Him, you 


do it in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn manner, which our Church com- 


maadeth, and as becomerh Creatures, when you ſpeak to your Great and 
Almighty Creator; that fo you may give true Worſhip and Honour unto 
Him, and alſo receive that Benefit and Edification to your ſelves, which he 
hath promiſed, and you expect from your publick Prayers. This being 


bercainly the moſt edify ing poſture that you can poſſibly uſe upon ſuch 


Occaſions. | 


From what-we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the Language, the Mat- 


ter, the Merhod, and the Manner of Performing Divine Service, as contain - 
ed and preſcribed in the Book of Common-Prayer,we may poſitively conclude, 
That it agrees exactly with the Rule in my Text, even that, Al things in 
it are done o dying: Which was the Thing I undertook to prove. I Know 
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that many ot er Arguments might be brought to ſhew the Excellency and - 
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Ustheg andes h. [0 produced are ſufficient to 
_ convince any ſober and e Fin {there ts ay be 
preſent who are nor yet convinced by what they have heard of it, I defire 
only one thing of them, and that is, That they would but ma Trial of it 
for a while. For my charity prompts me to believe, that all the Zeal that 
ſome expreſs againſt the Common Prayer, and all thar Indifferency that is 
in others for it, proceeds only from their Igaorance of what it is, or ar 
leaſt from their want of an experimental Knowledge of it. For let doy Man 
that ſeriouſly minds the Worſhip' of GO D and the Salvation of his Soul, 
before all things elſe ; let ſuch a one, I fay, ſer himſelf in good earneſt to 
uſe the Common Prayer as he ought to do for ſome coſiderable time, and I 
do not doubt but that by the Bleſſing of GOD, he will find that Benefir- 
and Edification by it, that his own Experiegce ſhall convince him of all 
that I have now ſaid, more than all the Arguments that I have, or apy Man 
in the World can ever produce to him. Some perhaps may think this co 
de a Paradox: But I do not queſtion but that many here preſent c atteſt 
it upon their own Knowledge; having found themſelves more confirmed in 
their Faith, more ſettled in their Religion, more humbled for their Sins, 
more-ſupported under their Troubles, more enflamed with Love to GOD 
and Deſires of Heaven, every way mare Edify'd by the conſtant uſe of the 
common Prayer, than they could ever have believed ir poſſible to have been, 
except they had found it to have been ſo by their own Experience. 
© Now theſe things being thus briefly confidered, I ſhall obſerve only Woo 
things from them, The firſt is the extraordinary Prudence as well as Picty 


of our firſt Reformers, who firſt compiled the Book of Common Prayer, fo 


exactiy conformable to the Word of GOD, and that Apoſtolical Canon in 
my lext ; which I cannot but aſcribe to the ſame extraordinary Aid and 
Aſſiſtance from GO P, whereby they were aſteruards inabled te ſuffer Perſe 
cution, yea Martyrdom it {elf for his Sake, and ſo to confirm what they have 
done with theit own Blood. Which certainly is ne ſmall Commendation of it. 
The other thing I would obſerve unto you, Is the Reaſon why the Devi! 
hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the Common- Prayer, ever fince it was firſt 
made. For the more edifying it is to GO D's People, the more deſtructive 


. it muſt needs be of the Devil's Kingdom. And therefore it is no wonder. 


that he hath all along employ d the utmoſt of his Power and Policy to blaſt- 
its Reputation, and ſo to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the uſe of it. 
And by the Permiſſion of G O D for the Puniſhment of this ungrateful Na- 
tion, he bath fo far prevail'd in his Defign, that the Liturgy hath been twice 
caſt out of-the Church fince it was firft brought into it; once in the Reign 
of Queen Mary, and then again in the Days of King Charles the Firſt. | 
In the Reigu of Queen Mary, you all know, who were his Inftruments in 
the doing of it, even he e Papiſis, For they clearly and truly foreſaw, that 
their Erroneous Opinions could never be believed, nor Superſtirious Practices 
obſerv d in the Nation, ſo long as the Common-Prayer vas uſed. Foraſmuch 
as there is nothing in that, but what is ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which be Church 
- Roni would qbtrude ou” che World for 2 of Faith, And beſides 


8 that, 
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” - - andorher 2 ſs that it would have been impoſſihle for the 
| | . —— 
vas firſt removed, Whiad dhorefare hey cooler Yakave docs te ee 
poſſible. But chin a few Years after, even the firſt of Q. 2/rxaberh, it was 
brought in again. And as the Reformation was before, ſo from that 
dime forward ir vas carry'd on, and perſected chiefly by the means of Co = 0 
u Prayer. bor it in very obſervable; that in the Neige of K Edward the 
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xk. aud for ſeveral Vears too of Q Elisabeth there was' i betle or no — 
ing in moſt parts of the Kingdom, aud few then could reid Enghft, and 
by the conſtaat and general uſe of the Lirurgy, and God"s Bleng brooch 
an “ 
one in an hundred but forſook and abhorred all Popiſhi Doctrines and Super- 
un ions: Which is an undeniable Argument, that in this reſpect alſo it is a 
edify nns it is poſſible for a thing of that nature to be. In ſo much that ſo 
bong as the Common Prayer is uſed and frequented as it ought to be, it is 
morally impoſſible for Popery to get any ground amongſt us. But if this 
| Bilwark vas ↄnce remow'd (which God forbid) our grand Adverſary would 
- ſocn'accomplith his malicious Defigns upon vs, one way or other, This he 
knows well-enoogh; and therefore hach left no ſtone unturn d to eſſect it. 
But what he had done before hy the Papiſtr, he after wards brought about a · 1 
gain by other means in the Reign of K. Charles the Firſt, For by hat kind + * 
of Sfivic the e e and ſome of 
you toond by woful experience, All that I ſhall fay of it, is only this, That 
the ſame Spirit that then ftirred up People fo violently againſt rhe Commen- | 
Prayer, ſtirr d them up at rhe fame time to rebel againſt their King, to rake 5 
- away Mens Eſtates and Lives contrary to all Law and Juſtice; and at laſt to 
murder one of the moſt pious Princes that ever lived · And whether that was | 
the Spirit of Chrift or Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. Be ſure toe 
Conſequentt of its being laid aſide at that time were very For People be- N | 
ing depriv d of that whereby they ſhould have been ediſy d, were immediately 
_ told to and fro with every wind of Doctrine, until ut length many of them 
fell into the moſt pernicious and damnable Hereffes that were ever — 2 
. in the Church. Yea, together with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all Diſtindtion 
. berween Sacred and Common things; by which means the whole Nation 
. . n in danger of being overſpread with Profaneneſband Irreligion. But bleſſed . 
be the Name of the moſt high God for it, he was once more pleas'd to appear 
for us, and in a miraculous manner to reſtore our Commen+Prayer to his 
Church, together with our Gracious Sovereign to his Kingdoms. But what 
mall we render to the Lord for fo great a Hleſſing as this is? All that he ex- 
| pets, or we can give him for it, is only ro make the beſt uſe of it that we 
an. This therefore is that which Fnow pray and beſeech you all for the fu- 
ture to do. Do not think it enough to be for the Common-Prayer, and to 
| come now and then to hear it. This you may do,as many do and yer rective : 
1 no more Be eit by it, than if there were none at all to be rey d. Which | - 
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che Negligenon of rhoſorhat uſeir, Neither muſt you think it enough to ralk = 
high for it, or ro rail ut choſe uhO are not ſo happy as co be rightly infoum's = 
about it. But rather tale all nitios to inform them; and by all moans 
poflible to convince them of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you 
can never do ſo effactunlly, as by your out · ſtripping and exoeeding them in 
Vertue and good Woche. For rhis is and ever vill be a plain Demonſtration 
that the Common Prayer is indeed far more edifying, than thoſe new Mudcs 
6f Religion, ich they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That there ſore os 
may do this, and ſo both experience in your ſelves. and demonſtrate unto 
' others, the Truth and Certainty of what you have now heard, cancerniog the 
Common-Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve theſe few Rules in tho uſing of it. 
Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out of Cuſtom or for Faſhion 
ſake, as the manner of ſome is, but out of a fincere Obedience to Gods Com- 
maads, and with a ſure truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his Bleſſing 
upon what you do. For which end it will be very good as you go toQhurcls, 
to bethink your ſol ves vhither yon are agoing, and what you are to ꝙ there, 
that ſo laying aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put your ſelves into a right | 
Temper for ſo great a Work. RO & + 
© Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as you can. The oftner 
you are at them, the better you will like them, and the moreedify'd you will 
be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfy your ſelves with hearing them 
once a week. In this City, as alſo in many other places of the Kingdom, e- 
| | pecially where there are Cathedrals, or Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy 
| the Benefir-of them publickly every Day; and ſo keep your Hearts continu- 
ally in an Holy and heavenly Frame, and always live as becometh Chriſtians: | 
And if you neglect ſuch Opportunities as are now put into your hands, you 
vill one Day wiſh you had not; but then Wiſhing will do you no good. 
Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the beginning of Divine Service. Others = 
viſe ydu will find certainly miſsof ſomet hing that would have been edifying 
to you, and perhaps of that, which at that time might have done you more 
good than all the reſt. Neither will you laſe the Benefit only of part of it, 
bu in ſome meaſure of the whole too. All the parts of it being link d toge- 
ther in ſo excellent a manner and method, that they influence, and aſſiſt 
1 euch other. S0 that nothing can be omitted either by Miniſter or People, 
but the whole will ſuffer by ir, and loſe ſomething of that Vertue and Effi- 
8 *. "which otherwiſe you would ſind in it. a | 
* Fourthly, All the while that you are in God's Houſe, carry yourſelf as in 
; his ſpecial Preſence, and ſuitably ro the Work you are about; ſtaoding while 
you praiſe God, and kneeling when you pray unto him, as our Church hath di- 
| reed yoy, For tho' theſe may ſeem but little things in themſelves, yet they 
are of great conſequence, both to our Worſhipping of Godaright,and to our be- 
ing ediſy d by what we do, as I have ſhev d before. Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all 
along to keep your Minds intent upon the matter in hand, When you confeſs 
your Sins to God do it with an hearty and figcere Repentance for all the Errors 
ef your Liſe paſt, When the Abſolution is pronounc'd,receive it with a firm and 
ſteadſaſt Faith in Chri# our Saviour. When you repeat or ling the Hynans and 
Pjalmr,caiſe upyourSpirits as high as you can to joyn with thoſ⸗ afforc in = | 
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888 theEcernal ON When the wa 004 is read keatken 
ene unto it. and conſider ſeriouſly v hat he that made you ſaith to you; 


-and requiretii of you, and reſolve by hi Bleſſing to believe and live accord- 255 £ 


e Aud all the while that you are upon your Knces, putting up your pe- 


titions to the moſt high God iet your-whole Souls be employ d in it, earueſ- 
deſiring the good things you pray for at his gracious Hands. and humbly 


NH | confiding on his faithful Promiſes for the granting of them. By this means 
you will perform rea ſonable Service unto God and by conſequence that which = 
vill be very acceptable unto him, and as profitableand edifying/to your ſelyes. 


Whereas they that do not obſerve this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to pray, 
or ſerve God at all. And therefore it is nõ wonder that they come to Chruch, 


and hear the Commmon- Prayer read, and yet are no way edify d by it. Indeed 
it is impoſſible that they ſhould, For as much as all the Benefit — Edifica- 


: 5 5 org: that we can poſſibiy receive from any of our Devotions, depends very 


| on the due Intention of ouy Minds in the performance of them. To 
_— I have ſhewn, both a Form of * Wan en wy in _— 
cular, is a very great hel- 


Prayer, (without which . cannot de truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) 
and you will ſoon find what I hade ſai about it to be true, even that Al things 

in it are dong to Ediſying. And cherefore I would to G0 D that not only 
you that hear me at this time, but all the People of the Nation, could be once 


F 8 to do ſo, What an holy Nation, vhat a peculiar People ſhould we 


( 


en become? How pious towards God? How loyal to our Sovereign? How , 
juſt and charitable to one another? For by our conſtant worſhipping Al- 
mighty God in ſo ſalemn and deyour a manner as. this is, our Hearts would 


be over aw'd with ſo great à Fear of his Divine Majeſty,” that we ſhould ne- 


Do but obſerve theſe plain 38 Rates in 10 the Conmen- 7 


ver dare willingly to offend him, Our Mind would be filled and impregnated >. 


with ſuch a ſenſe of his Pawer and Sovereignty, that we ſhould honour and 


reverence it in thoſe alſo whom he hath ſer over us. Our whole Souls 


would be raiſcd up ſo much above the World, that we ſhould not do an ill 
AR to gain it wholly to Our ſelves. In ſhort, we ſhould be every day edi- 
fy'd more and more in Faith, in Love, in Humility, in Self- genial, 
perance, in Patience, in all true Grace and Vertue ; And ſo we: Gould go 
trom Strength to Streogrh, from one degree of Grace unto another, uns» 
til at length we arriye at Glory and PerfeRions in the higheſt Heavens, 
where we ſhall ſpend Eternity it ſelf in prailing and adoring; the moſt high 


GOD; as for all the other Mercies which he hath vouchſafed to us, ſo in | 
2 particular manner for our being Members of ſuch an Sigh Church, 7 


wherein all things are done to Edifyin 
Which 0 h of his Iaf 


"Bren we may a do in * ee 


our Lord and Saviour 7eſus Cha, To whom with the Father We ey "i 


Shot, be all Honour and Glory, AAP without * . 
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